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! A B Statement by the Indonesian Journalists' Assceciation
:] ] (1) on the statement of the Australisn Journalists®

Association (AJA), of Victoris.

F—:I.TTM Indonesian Journalists' Assowisztion states its profound regret and

A

offera its hearfalt sympathy to the lustreliem Jowmslists' Assccistion
over the death of the five journslists of the Australien Television
Channel T and 9 of Vietoria,

Thio statement is based on professiomal solidarity towards theliwstralisn
celleagues and on humanity which is the founding principle of the F¥I,
in accordance with the Indonesisn philesophy of life imcorporsted in

the State Idsology of Pancasila,

2, However, the FWI considers as unrealistiw if the loss of the AJL's

mombers was mede o reasen for the Association to leumch an accusstien
and file suit for damage redemption sgadinat the Indonesian govermment,
The allsgation has wrongly been addressed, and comstituted an outrigth
offend to the dignity of the Indonesian people in general, the PWI and
all Indomesian journslists,

3. The Australian Journalists Association hes drawn prejudicial and unfounded

conclusion out of information and testimony whose credibility is still
questionable,

The irresponsible allegations lamunched by the Australian Journalists'
Association atated that:

A. The five 1ll.fated young Australisn jowrnalists were not
aware of the situation in Balibo, East Timor, which was then
ravaged by war.

B. The five journalists were killed in "cold-bloodsd” mrder by
"Indemesian troops”, amd wers not by other means such ms mortar
bomberdsent in a war.

€. And for that reason, the AJE has filed suit for damage
redemption against the Indonesian governmant,

4. Coneerning the guestion of redemption, the Indomesisn Journalists®

Association considers that the redempticn suit should be addressed to
thmt#&nmtmuﬂﬂM?msmmih
Journalists to the war—torm district, »esulting in a dangerocus exposure
to possible death without mecessary preparation.
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The absemce of proper preparation by the Austrelisn TV menagement such

a8 a pre-notification of the five Aunstralian journalists to the Farties
involved in the East Timor conflict. Had the Joint Forces of the Apodetd,
UDT, EOTA and Trabalhista parties beem inforsed prior to their sssimment
to the scens, the Joint Forces would have saved them from any mishap as

. had besn done towards the Australisn couple, Nr.Eex SyddsIland Ers Jane

5‘

Syddell, and other foreigmers in Timor, such as Bishop, pastors, and

nuradas.

The Indonesisn Journalists' Association (PWI) suggests that a research
be conducted into the diary of the late Hr.Greg Shackleton, one of the
five ill-fated Australian journalists who disd in East Timor.
The dary im now in the hands of his family im Australia.
The diary, which comtains suthentic reports om the real situation, states
the following testimondies:
A. Threats of wer, moftar bombardment, and fear cverwhelmed them.
Oa the other hand, the diary showed their carelessness.
The five journalists stayed there despite the FPretilin troops
taking poaition for a war.
B, The dlary also clearly indicates their taking side with them as
cuggested in the following notes:
"11.30 left Balibe,
12,35 arrived Maliana™
"At Malisna gave message to Commandsnt to send 2 cars back
to defend Balibo®.
In other section, the diary indicates:
"our troops and .....", referring to Fretilin troops.

All this ipdicates thelr unawsreness of the real situation and their
consciousness to invelve themsslves and take side with a certain group
of the conflicting parties in East Timor.

It was evident that they wers aware of the rdsks and danger. This was
glearly indicated in the diary as stated in the following transeription:

"Sawnwnl |
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[ "Several kilometres back we had signed a ledter absolving Fretilin
of any reaponsibility for cur safety and well.being,
That was additional to the same kind of letter we signed for the
Forfuguese Government to get inmte DA114".

7. They should have known of their possible involvement with ome of the
| vafring parties, as had been clearly indicated by Mr.Francisce Lopes
f da Orus, the President of UDF and the leader of the Joint Forces in
@"1 ' his statement dated October 27, 1975.

8. With all thds clarification, the Indonesism Journalists' Assoclation
suggested that the Australisn Jouwrnalists® Asscciation of Viectoria
should have understood the real situation and should have refrained
from dleplaying unfounded attitudes.
Mﬂmhlm'&hqtimﬂﬂmtthhdmﬂ.nmmt
eould be construed as a confrontation sgainst the emtire Indomesian

nation; and in particular, a confremtation against jourmalists who are
membare of the Indonssisn Jouwrnalists' Association.

AT _ Jekarta, 25th May 1976
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Exeoutive Chairman Secretary Ceneral



