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rom MlCHAEL RICHARDSON our
touth East Asia Correspondent, who

" wos among the last Europeans evacu- !
ated from East Timor. _ L

D RWIN e Indonesxa yester-..
day Jaunched a massive mvasxon,»
of Portuguese Timor and -.0c-~
cupied the capital, Dili, Wlth more -

« than 1000 troops. - . | - i

At least six Indonesian Warshxps, g
several dozen planes, and hundreds of :
paratroops ‘and marines took part in the .
assault on Dili, accOrding to reports
radioed to Darwin, - v X

They said ihe attack on the capita‘i
_ began at 4.30 a.m. local time (7.30 a.m. .
. Melbourne time) when warshxps started*
shelling the town.

Three and a half hours later, more than 1000
troops were reportedly fanning out through Dili
after securing the airport, radio station, administra-
tive offices, and waterfront, - ’

‘» A witness described how wavés of paratz‘oopers;

were being dropped from Indonesian planes s, he,
spoke.

A

He accused the attacking soldxers of knllmg- '

indiscriminately.

“Women and children are being shot in the

streets, A lot of people have been killed,” he said,

However observers said that the only foreign

journalist still in East Timor, Australian Roger East

of AAP-Reuters, sent a despatch on S1Lurday saying -
maost of, the estimated 18,000 people in and around |
moved into the h|lls following rcports lhat Ny
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. No me55a°es were received from East yescerday,
although he is believed to have b:.en in Dhi when

,.-.—‘
...

.the attack was Jaunched. R

In Jakarta yeszerday aftemoon Zhdonesnas :
Foreign Ministet, Mr Adam Malik,: ciaimed Dili -
had fallen to “pro-Indonesia forces . § . who then
invited Indonesian forces to restore security.” ’ .

“Operations to clear the cxty 3!‘:- sul} gcmg on. -
he said, :

- The cye'witness reports reaching Darw,n 5ester~"

“day morning made nc mention of armed Timorese *
supporters of the four pro- -Indonesia p&rms takmg
part in the initial air-se& landings. .

. The special xepresentauve .of the Pm’twuese
Government’s Timor “peace” mission in Darwm
Maior Joaquin Carvatho, said the presence of ships

'and planes off -and over Dili ‘was ccmﬁrmed by R
‘radio message he had just received. ‘

-He salcl the Portuguese. admxmstrauon on . -
Atauro Island north of Dili, could see Shlpa and
planes,

He said the Portuguese Govemment s.,ll had
sovereignty over its colony and he knew-of no p'ans
to evacuate the remnants of the garrison on Atauro. ..

The Red Cross flew one of Iis Swiss officials ;
from. Atauro to Datwin last night by light plane, but.™:

left remammg members of the Red Cross rmedical

team on the island.

Since last week they have been working in Dili -
hospital during the day and returning to Atauro at
night for -safety because Indonesia and the pro-
Indonesia forces would not guarartee the neulral
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